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Public Health England 
What we do 

We work with national and local government, 
industry and the NHS to protect and improve 
the nation's health and support healthier 
choices. We are addressing inequalities by 
focusing on removing barriers to good health.  
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Extreme Events – how well planned are we in the UK? 
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Health Impacts of Climate Change 

Sustainability and Extreme Events 
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  the	
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2.  Temperature	
  effects	
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NAP Objectives – ‘health’ 
 

Objective 11:  
To reduce the risk of death and 
illness associated with severe weather 
events and climate change and increase 
preparedness and resilience to the 
impacts on public health. 

Objective 12:  
To promote climate resilience 
within the NHS, public health and social 
care system to ensure continuity of 
services and resilient assets/ estates 
including the ability to deal with the 
increased demand for services associated 
with severe weather related events. 

 



PHE and the NAP – some examples 

Sustainability and Climate Change 



The Heatwave Plan & companion docs 

  10 Extreme Events – how well planned are we in the UK? 

4



Heatwave Alert Levels 



Research gaps for heat identified in HECC 
•  Quantification of preventable heat- and cold-related 

mortality and morbidity, focusing on vulnerable population 
groups. 

•  Understanding the role of the Urban Heat Island in 
exacerbating the impact of climate change on mortality 
rates. 

•  Improved understanding of the role of planned adaptation 
strategies and long-term physiological changes.  

•  Provision of input to public health plans, and evaluation of 
the effectiveness. 



National Flood 
Emergency 
Framework for 
England 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/254292/
pb14033-national-flood-
emrgency-framework.pdf  
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New advice leaflet: 
•  Based upon the findings of 4 

focus group discussions 

•  Divided into flood stages (pre, 
during, post) 

•  Key messages agreed in the 
National Flood Emergency 
Framework 

•  A multi-agency approach to 
ensure consistent messaging 
across government 
departments. 





Research gaps for floods identified in HECC 
•  Climate change is likely to affect river and 

coastal flood risk. 

•  Central precipitation estimates show winter 
rainfall increasing and summer rainfall 
decreasing. 

•  Understanding how floods (and droughts) 
affect both physical and mental health of 
populations.  

•  Development and evaluation of public 
health action plans, advice and guidance 



PHE & NAP Work Programme 
 Stage 1 “Mapping and 

gapping” 
Stage 2 Develop the 

PHE NAP work 
programme 

Stage 3 Support local 
and national delivery, 
including public 
communication 
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